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Dreams of pregnancy include the expectation that nine months of waiting will end with a joyous event. But,
each year, a shattered dream occurs for thousands of couples who receive the news that their child will have
a disabling condition severe enough that they may question if they are the best parents for their child.
Societal expectation is that parents will raise their child or, if the condition of the child is detected prenatally,
abortion is offered as an alternative. Parents who explore other options face scrutiny and, sometimes,
condemnation--lonely choices.

Joanne Finnegan shares her personal experience and that of several families she interviewed who, like
herself, explored options other than raising their child with a disability. Parents express with candor the
overwhelming pain they felt when receiving the news, the frustration when searching for options, the no-win
feeling of decision making, the resolve with a final decision, and finally, life after the decision. Parent quotes
also address issues such as spiritual dilemmas and interactions with friends, family, their other children, and
medical professionals. Words of advice for new parents include how to build support systems and gather
information, how to search for an adoptive family, and arranging the details of communication between
adoptive and birth parents. Interviews with adoptive parents, poetry, and extensive resource lists complete
the book. Written as a gift for other parents to help them cope with the pain and loneliness of decision
making, this book will also be a valuable resource for medical professionals, adoption and social workers,
counselors and spiritual advisors, and friends and family of the parents. It is a helpful as well as a deeply
therapeutic book, providing a strong lesson in how to manage during this stressful time, from receiving the
news about the baby's condition and prognosis, to weighing the factors involved in the various decisions.
Should one take the baby home from the hospital? If not home, then where? Foster care, respite care,
guardianship, and other forms of substitute care are mentioned. The author also examines decisions about
finances and support services, family issues, finalizing an adoption plan, living with the decision, regrets,
and future pregnancies.
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

With other case, little people like to read book Shattered Dreams--Lonely Choices: Birthparents of Babies
with Disabilities Talk About Adoption. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as
we know about how is important the book Shattered Dreams--Lonely Choices: Birthparents of Babies with
Disabilities Talk About Adoption. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jordan Sena:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do which. It
said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería
until university need that Shattered Dreams--Lonely Choices: Birthparents of Babies with Disabilities Talk
About Adoption to read.

Travis Hargrove:

Here thing why that Shattered Dreams--Lonely Choices: Birthparents of Babies with Disabilities Talk About
Adoption are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Shattered Dreams--Lonely Choices:
Birthparents of Babies with Disabilities Talk About Adoption giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Shattered Dreams--Lonely
Choices: Birthparents of Babies with Disabilities Talk About Adoption. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home
by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Shattered
Dreams--Lonely Choices: Birthparents of Babies with Disabilities Talk About Adoption in e-book can be
your alternative.

Mark Authement:

The book Shattered Dreams--Lonely Choices: Birthparents of Babies with Disabilities Talk About Adoption
has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to



read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.
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