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Within the realist school of international relations, a prevailing view holds that the anarchic structure of the
international system invariably forces the great powers to seek security at one another's expense, dooming
even peaceful nations to an unrelenting struggle for power and dominance. Rational Theory of International
Politics offers a more nuanced alternative to this view, one that provides answers to the most fundamental
and pressing questions of international relations.

Why do states sometimes compete and wage war while at other times they cooperate and pursue peace? Does
competition reflect pressures generated by the anarchic international system or rather states' own
expansionist goals? Are the United States and China on a collision course to war, or is continued coexistence
possible? Is peace in the Middle East even feasible? Charles Glaser puts forward a major new theory of
international politics that identifies three kinds of variables that influence a state's strategy: the state's
motives, specifically whether it is motivated by security concerns or "greed"; material variables, which
determine its military capabilities; and information variables, most importantly what the state knows about
its adversary's motives.

Rational Theory of International Politics demonstrates that variation in motives can be key to the choice of
strategy; that the international environment sometimes favors cooperation over competition; and that
information variables can be as important as material variables in determining the strategy a state should
choose.
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From reader reviews:

Ezra Talbott:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Rational Theory of International Politics is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Ana Jimenez:

The experience that you get from Rational Theory of International Politics is a more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Rational Theory of International Politics giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read
that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Rational Theory of International Politics instantly.

John Casper:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. Rational Theory of International Politics can be your answer because it can
be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Karen Bergeron:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Rational Theory of International Politics can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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