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The New York Times declared 2012 to be "The Year of the MOOC" as millions of students enrolled in
massive open online courses (known as MOOCs), millions of investment dollars flowed to the companies
making them, and the media declared MOOCs to be earth-shaking game-changers in higher education.
During the inevitable backlash that followed, critics highlighted MOOCs' high dropout rate, the low chance
of earning back initial investments, and the potential for any earth-shaking game change to make things
worse instead of better. In this volume in the Essential Knowledge series, Jonathan Haber offers an account
of MOOCs that avoids both hype and doomsaying. Instead, he provides an engaging, straightforward
explanation of a rare phenomenon: an education innovation that captures the imagination of the public while
moving at the speed of an Internet startup. Haber explains the origins of MOOCs, what they consist of, the
controversies surrounding them, and their possible future role in education. He proposes a new definition of
MOOCs based on the culture of experimentation from which they emerged, and adds a student perspective --
missing in most MOOC discussion. Haber's unique Degree of Freedom experiment, during which he
attempted to learn the equivalent of a four-year liberal arts degree in one year using only MOOCs and other
forms of free education, informs his discussion. Haber urges us to avoid the fallacy of thinking that because
MOOCs cannot solve all educational challenges they are not worth pursuing, and he helps us understand
what MOOCs -- despite their limitations -- still offer the world. His book is required reading for anyone
trying to sort out the competing claims, aspirations, and accusations that color the MOOC debate.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Rodgers:

In other case, little persons like to read book MOOCs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series). You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book
MOOCs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Cassie Merritt:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This MOOCs (The MIT Press Essential
Knowledge series) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Patrick Taylor:

The book with title MOOCs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) contains a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Edward Trotta:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve MOOCs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) was filled
about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you
can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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