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Most wars between countries end quickly and at relatively low cost. The few in which high-intensity fighting
continues for years bring about a disproportionate amount of death and suffering. What separates these few
unusually long and intense wars from the many conflicts that are far less destructive? In Logics of War, Alex
Weisiger tests three explanations for a nation's decision to go to war and continue fighting regardless of the
costs. He combines sharp statistical analysis of interstate wars over the past two centuries with nine narrative
case studies. He examines both well-known conflicts like World War II and the Persian Gulf War, as well as
unfamiliar ones such as the 1864-1870 Paraguayan War (or the War of the Triple Alliance), which
proportionally caused more deaths than any other war in modern history.

When leaders go to war expecting easy victory, events usually correct their misperceptions quickly and with
fairly low casualties, thereby setting the stage for a negotiated agreement. A second explanation involves
motives born of domestic politics; as war becomes more intense, however, leaders are increasingly
constrained in their ability to continue the fighting. Particularly destructive wars instead arise from mistrust
of an opponent's intentions. Countries that launch preventive wars to forestall expected decline tend to have
particularly ambitious war aims that they hold to even when fighting goes poorly. Moreover, in some cases,
their opponents interpret the preventive attack as evidence of a dispositional commitment to aggression,
resulting in the rejection of any form of negotiation and a demand for unconditional surrender. Weisiger's
treatment of a topic of central concern to scholars of major wars will also be read with great interest by
military historians, political psychologists, and sociologists.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jones:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Logics of War: Explanations for Limited and Unlimited
Conflicts (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a book Logics of War: Explanations for Limited and
Unlimited Conflicts (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Avery Thomas:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Logics of War: Explanations for Limited and Unlimited Conflicts (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not
known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one web
form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Logics of War: Explanations for
Limited and Unlimited Conflicts (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) giving you an additional experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let
us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Patricia Briggs:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Logics of War: Explanations for Limited
and Unlimited Conflicts (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still doubt Logics of War: Explanations for Limited and Unlimited Conflicts (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Lynne Young:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top



list in your reading list is definitely Logics of War: Explanations for Limited and Unlimited Conflicts
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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