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On April 12, 1861, the Civil War began when shots were fired on an unfinished fort in Charleston Harbor.
From that thunderous opening salvo, the naval battles to control the Atlantic coast that followed–daring,
savage, and often deadly–were not only crucial in determining the outcome of the war and the fate of a
nation, but would change the face of naval warfare forever.

GUNSMOKE OVER THE ATLANTIC

Historian Jack D Coombe, author of the critically acclaimed Thunder Along the Mississippi and Gunfire
Around the Gulf, combines brilliant research with a novelist’s flair for re-creation to put us directly into the
action of the Civil War on river, on shore, and at sea. In this vivid account, we experience the soul-gnawing
terror of a bombardment, the claustrophobic confines of a still-unproven submarine, and the smoke-choked
chaos of a harbor in the grips of a full-bore naval engagement between two desperate enemies. Coombe
focuses on the Civil War as it was fought along the Atlantic coast, a fierce contest of blockaders and
blockade-runners, ironclads, wood-hulled battleships, land cannon, submarines, and the first underwater
antiship weapons.

For the North, the challenge was to implement a blockade over 3,500 miles of Confederate coastline, from
Virginia to Texas. To do so, they would have to modernize an ineffective and outdated U.S. Navy fallen into
incompetence and disrepair. For the South, the challenge was to create a fledgling navy from whatever
meager resources were at hand. The Confederacy patched together a navy of river runners and converted
battleships, turned cornfields into shipyards, and put the first ironclad battleship into action. And it was the
South that introduced the new concept of underwater weaponry, sending spar torpedoes, mines,
submarines–and a few incredibly brave men willing to deploy them–into battle against the North.

Gunsmoke over the Atlantic chronicles the key engagements, from the Monitor and the Virginia dueling at
Hampton Roads to the ill-fated campaign against Fort Fisher. Along the way, we meet a remarkable cast of
naval strategists and warriors on both sides of the battle, witness the crucial, often deadly role played by the
weather and the sea itself, and get a vivid view of such important events as the first amphibious landing in
history, at Cape Hatteras in 1861.

An important work for students of the Civil War and of naval history, this book fills in missing pieces of
America’s most tragic war and shows why, when the guns finally fell silent, a new era had begun. Four years
after the fall of Fort Sumter, a once divided country had the beginnings of the most powerful navy in the
world.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Capps:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Gunsmoke Over the Atlantic:
First Naval Actions of the Civil War will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Lea Severino:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is Gunsmoke Over the Atlantic: First Naval Actions of the Civil War.

Michael Pabon:

This Gunsmoke Over the Atlantic: First Naval Actions of the Civil War is brand new way for you who has
interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Gunsmoke
Over the Atlantic: First Naval Actions of the Civil War can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Matthew White:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Gunsmoke Over the Atlantic: First Naval Actions of the
Civil War or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those
publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Gunsmoke Over the Atlantic: First Naval Actions of the Civil War to make your spare time



far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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