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It is a near truism of philosophy of language that sentences are prior to words. Sentences, it is said, are what
we believe, assert, and argue for; uses of them constitute our evidence in semantics; only they stand in
inferential relations, and are true or false. Sentences are, indeed, the only things that fundamentally have
meaning.

Does this near truism really hold of human languages? Robert Stainton, drawing on a wide body of evidence,
argues forcefully that speakers can and do use mere words, not sentences, to communicate complete
thoughts. He then considers the implications of this empirical result for language-thought relations, various
doctrines of sentence primacy, and the semantics-pragmatics boundary.

The book is important both for its philosophical and empirical claims, and for the methodology employed.
Stainton illustrates how the methods and detailed results of the various cognitive sciences can bear on central
issues in philosophy of language. At the same time, he applies philosophical distinctions with subtlety and
care, to show that arguments which seemingly support the primacy of sentences do not really do so. The
result is a paradigm example of The New Philosophy of Language: a rich melding of empirical work with
traditional philosophy of language.
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From reader reviews:

Galen Dent:

Typically the book Words and Thoughts: Subsentences, Ellipsis, and the Philosophy of Language has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Juan McCain:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Words and Thoughts:
Subsentences, Ellipsis, and the Philosophy of Language which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.

Sylvia Healey:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Words and Thoughts: Subsentences, Ellipsis, and the
Philosophy of Language can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Stephen Stovall:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you also know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Words and
Thoughts: Subsentences, Ellipsis, and the Philosophy of Language.
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