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In an examination of religion coverage in Time, Newsweek, Life, The Saturday Evening Post, Ebony,
Christianity Today, National Review, and other news and special interest magazines, Sean McCloud
combines religious history and social theory to analyze how and why mass-market magazines depicted
religions as "mainstream" or "fringe" in the post-World War II United States. McCloud argues that in
assuming an American mainstream that was white, middle class, and religiously liberal, journalists in the
largest magazines, under the guise of objective reporting, offered a spiritual apologetics for the dominant
social order.

McCloud analyzes articles on a wide range of religious movements from the 1950s through the early 1990s,
including Pentecostalism, the Nation of Islam, California cults, the Jesus movement, South Asian gurus, and
occult spirituality. He shows that, in portraying certain beliefs as "fringe," magazines evoked long-standing
debates in American religious history about emotional versus rational religion, exotic versus familiar
spirituality, and normal versus abnormal levels of piety. He also traces the shifting line between mainstream
and fringe, showing how such boundary shifts coincided with larger changes in society, culture, and the
magazine industry. McCloud's astute analysis helps us understand both broad conceptions of religion in the
United States and the role of mass media in American society.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Making the American Religious Fringe: Exotics, Subversives, and Journalists, 1955-1993 your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Making the American Religious
Fringe: Exotics, Subversives, and Journalists, 1955-1993 giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it,
like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Danna Bullock:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Making the American Religious
Fringe: Exotics, Subversives, and Journalists, 1955-1993 e-book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then
you still doubt Making the American Religious Fringe: Exotics, Subversives, and Journalists, 1955-1993 as
good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Mildred Ralph:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Making
the American Religious Fringe: Exotics, Subversives, and Journalists, 1955-1993 will give you new
experience in examining a book.

Erick Graf:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
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