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Fables of the East is the first anthology to provide textual examples of representations of oriental cultures in
the early modern period drawn from a variety of genres: travel writing, histories, and fiction. Organized
according to genre in order to illustrate the diverse shapes the oriental tale adopted in the period, the extracts
cover the popular sequence of oriental tales, the pseudo-oriental tale, travels and history, and letter fictions.
Authors represented range from the familiar--Joseph Addison, Horace Walpole, Montesquieu, Oliver
Goldsmith--to authors of great popularity in their own time who have since faded in reputation such as James
Ridley, Alexander Dow, and Eliza Haywood.

The selection has been devised to call attention to the diversity in the ways that different oriental cultures are
represented to English readers. Readers of this anthology will be able to identify a contrast between the
luxury, excess, and sexuality associated with Islamic Turkey, Persia, and Mughal India and the wisdom,
restraint, and authority invested in Brahmin India and Confucian China. Fables of the East redraws the
cultural map we have inherited of the eighteenth century, demonstrating contemporary interest in gentile and
"idolatrous" religions, in Confucianism and Buddhism especially, and that the construction of the Orient in
the western imagination was not exclusively one of an Islamic Near and Middle East.

Ros Ballster's introduction addresses the importance of the idea of "fable" to traditions of narrative and
representations of the East. Each text is accompanied by explanatory head and footnotes, also provided is a
glossary of oriental terms and places that were familiar to the texts' eighteenth-century readers.
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From reader reviews:

David Busby:

In other case, little people like to read book Fables of the East: Selected Tales 1662-1785. You can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of
book Fables of the East: Selected Tales 1662-1785. You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Gerald Conway:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Fables of the East: Selected Tales 1662-
1785 book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Joseph Carter:

The book Fables of the East: Selected Tales 1662-1785 has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Robin Lawrence:

Fables of the East: Selected Tales 1662-1785 can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Fables of the East:
Selected Tales 1662-1785 nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.
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