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The dramatic history of living American soldiers left in Vietnam, and the first full account of the
circumstances that left them there

An Enormous Crime is nothing less than shocking. Based on thousands of pages of public and previously
classified documents, it makes an utterly convincing case that when the American government withdrew its
forces from Vietnam, it knowingly abandoned hundreds of POWs to their fate. The product of twenty-five
years of research by former Congressman Bill Hendon and attorney Elizabeth A. Stewart, An Enormous
Crime brilliantly exposes the reasons why these American soldiers and airmen were held back by the North
Vietnamese at Operation Homecoming in 1973 and what these men have endured since.
Despite hundreds of postwar sightings and intelligence reports telling of Americans being held captive
throughout Vietnam and Laos, Washington did nothing. And despite numerous secret military signals and
codes sent from the desperate POWs themselves, the Pentagon did not act. Even in 1988, a U.S. spy satellite
passing over Sam Neua Province, Laos, spotted the twelve-foot-tall letters "USA" and immediately beneath
them a huge, highly classified Vietnam War-era USAF/USN Escape & Evasion code in a rice paddy in a
narrow mountain valley. The letters "USA" appeared to have been dug out of the ground, while the code
appeared to have been fashioned from rice straw (see jacket photograph).
Tragically, the brave men who constructed these codes have not yet come home. Nor have any of the other
American POWs who the postwar intelligence shows have laid down similar codes, secret messages, and
secret authenticators in rice paddies and fields and garden plots and along trails in both Laos and Vietnam.
An Enormous Crime is based on open-source documents and reports, and thousands of declassified
intelligence reports and satellite imagery, as well as author interviews and personal experience. It is a
singular work, telling a story unlike any other in our modern history: ugly, harrowing, and true.
From the Bay of Pigs, where John and Robert Kennedy struck a deal with Fidel Castro that led to freedom
for the Bay of Pigs prisoners, to the Paris Peace Accords, in which the authors argue Kissinger and Nixon
sold American soldiers down the river for political gain, to a continued reluctance to revisit the possibility of
reclaiming any men who might still survive, we have a story untold for decades. And with An Enormous
Crime we have for the first time a comprehensive history of America's leaders in their worst hour; of life-
and-death decision making based on politics, not intelligence; and of men lost to their families and the
country they serve, betrayed by their own leaders.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

This An Enormous Crime: The Definitive Account of American POWs Abandoned in Southeast Asia book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading
this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting
deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This An Enormous Crime: The Definitive
Account of American POWs Abandoned in Southeast Asia without we recognize teach the one who studying
it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry An Enormous Crime: The Definitive
Account of American POWs Abandoned in Southeast Asia can bring if you are and not make your tote space
or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This An Enormous
Crime: The Definitive Account of American POWs Abandoned in Southeast Asia having good arrangement
in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Amanda Chatham:

The book untitled An Enormous Crime: The Definitive Account of American POWs Abandoned in
Southeast Asia is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of An Enormous Crime: The Definitive
Account of American POWs Abandoned in Southeast Asia from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Tara Smith:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This An Enormous Crime: The Definitive
Account of American POWs Abandoned in Southeast Asia is simple to create you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book
in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Nick Gulbranson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In this modern
era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the An Enormous Crime: The Definitive Account of American POWs Abandoned in Southeast Asia
when you desired it?
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