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In a major reassessment of African American culture, Phillip Brian Harper intervenes in the ongoing debate
about the “proper” depiction of black people. He advocates for African American aesthetic
abstractionism—a representational mode whereby an artwork, rather than striving for realist verisimilitude,
vigorously asserts its essentially artificial character.  Maintaining that realist representation reaffirms the
very social facts that it might have been understood to challenge, Harper contends that abstractionism shows
up the actual constructedness of those facts, thereby subjecting them to critical scrutiny and making them
amenable to transformation.
 
Arguing against the need for “positive” representations, Abstractionist Aesthetics displaces realism as the
primary mode of African American representational aesthetics, re-centers literature as a principal site of
African American cultural politics, and elevates experimental prose within the domain of African American
literature. Drawing on examples across a variety of artistic production, including the visual work of Fred
Wilson and Kara Walker, the music of Billie Holiday and Cecil Taylor, and the prose and verse writings of
Ntozake Shange, Alice Walker, and John Keene, this book poses urgent questions about how racial
blackness is made to assume certain social meanings. In the process, African American aesthetics are
upended, rendering abstractionism as the most powerful modality for Black representation. 
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Social
Critique in African American Culture (NYU Series in Social and Cultural Analysis) as your daily resource
information.

Roger Hodge:

The book with title Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Social Critique in African American Culture
(NYU Series in Social and Cultural Analysis) has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Harry Keller:

This Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Social Critique in African American Culture (NYU Series
in Social and Cultural Analysis) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for
you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and
Social Critique in African American Culture (NYU Series in Social and Cultural Analysis) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Andy McNeil:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Social
Critique in African American Culture (NYU Series in Social and Cultural Analysis) was colorful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Social
Critique in African American Culture (NYU Series in Social and Cultural Analysis) has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read



and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any
it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that
will.
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