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Essay from the year 2004 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
Distinction, University of Newcastle upon Tyne (School of English Literature, Language and Linguistics),
course: Theorizing the Past, 16 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: “How do things stand
with the real event, then, if reality is everywhere infiltrated by images, virtuality and fiction?”, asks Jean
Baudrillard in his The Spirit of Terrorism (Baudrillard 2003:27-28) He already seems to know the answer to
this, apparently, purely rhetorical question. Or does he? Baudrillard has become (in)famous for his
controversial claim that we are living in an age of simulation and hyperreality, or what he calls the ‘third
order of simulacra’ (Baudrillard 1993:50). The following paper will try to disentangle some of Baudrillard’s
arguments clustering around ideas of the simulacrum, hyperreality and simulation. Arguing that the last two
gulf wars constitute concrete examples of simulation and hyperreality, both in terms of the (hyper)real events
on the ground and in terms of the images bombarding our living rooms, it will, then, explore these events in
the light of Baudrillard’s ideas. In Simulacra and Simulation Baudrillard argues that in our current era of
simulation the real is preceded by, and generated from, models, in a free play of signifiers which only refer
to other signifiers (Baudrillard 1994:1-2). This constitutes the “third order of simulacra”, in contrast to the
‘second order’ which was still dominated by production and a market law of value (Baudrillard 1993:50).
Baudrillard uses the term value in both its economic and linguistic sense. Drawing on Marx and Sausurre he
differentiates between two dimensions of value. First, there is a structural aspect corresponding to Marx’s
idea of exchange value. Each sign within a signifying system or each commodity within a system of
exchange can be related to each other sign or commodity – “the structural dimension”. The second aspect is
functional, relating each term to what it designates (signifier to signified; sign to referent) or each commodity
to its potential use (Marx’s use-value) – “the referential dimension” (Baudrillard 1993 :6-9).
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can
do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need this specific Simulation, Hyperreality and the Gulf War(s) to read.

Jason Carr:

This Simulation, Hyperreality and the Gulf War(s) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That
Simulation, Hyperreality and the Gulf War(s) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Simulation, Hyperreality and the Gulf War(s) can bring
once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even phone. This Simulation, Hyperreality and the Gulf War(s) having fine arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jeff Sanchez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Simulation, Hyperreality and the Gulf War(s) your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get just before. The Simulation, Hyperreality and the Gulf War(s) giving you one more experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let
us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Jean Gadson:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is named of book Simulation, Hyperreality and the Gulf War(s). You can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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