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In Encountering the Secular, J. Heath Atchley proposes an alternative to the understanding of the secular as
that which opposes the religious, and he turns to American and Continental philosophy to support his
critique. Drawing from thinkers as disparate as Ralph Waldo Emerson and Gilles Deleuze, and engaging
with contemporary literature and film, Atchley shows how the division of experience (individual, cultural,
political) into the distinct realms of the religious and the secular overlooks the subtle ways in which value
can emerge. Far from arguing that the religious and the secular are the same, he means instead to suggest that
the dogmatic separation between these two realms gets in the way of experiencing an immanent value, a kind
of value tied neither to a transcendent reality (e.g., a god or an ideal) nor to a self-centered reality (e.g.,
pleasure or knowledge).

Each chapter cultivates a particular concept that challenges the breach between the secular and the religious,
rendering that breach ambiguous. Such ambiguity, the author affirms, is relevant to a time when rigid and
simplistic notions of religion and secularity are used to justify thoughtlessness and even violence. All too
often the secular is thought of either as a triumph in "overcoming" the presumed irrationality and oppression
of religion, or as lament in "losing" the meaning religion is thought once to have offered. Atchley suggests a
view of the secular as an opportunity to experience an immanent value that is neither controlled by the
human self nor conferred by a divine entity.

Written in a prose that is lucid, lively, and provocative, Encountering the Secular shows how a philosophical
endeavor might be understood as a spiritual practice.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Land:

This book untitled Encountering the Secular: Philosophical Endeavors in Religion and Culture (Studies in
Religion and Culture) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when
you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you
can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this e-book from your list.

Guadalupe Ramsey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Encountering the Secular:
Philosophical Endeavors in Religion and Culture (Studies in Religion and Culture) publication written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Encountering the Secular: Philosophical Endeavors in
Religion and Culture (Studies in Religion and Culture) as good book not merely by the cover but also
through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Christine Cote:

You may get this Encountering the Secular: Philosophical Endeavors in Religion and Culture (Studies in
Religion and Culture) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Pedro Lewis:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Encountering the Secular: Philosophical Endeavors in
Religion and Culture (Studies in Religion and Culture) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Encountering the Secular: Philosophical Endeavors in Religion and Culture (Studies in
Religion and Culture) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case
and try to like reading in which.
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