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What is poetry? Why do human beings produce and consume it? What effects does it have on them? Can it
give them insight into truth, or is it dangerously misleading? This book is a wide-ranging study of the very
varied answers which ancient philosophers gave to such questions. An extended discussion of Plato's
Republic shows how the two discussions of poetry are integrated with each other and with the dialogue's
central themes. Aristotle's Poetics is read in the context of his understanding of poetry as a natural human
behaviour and an intrinsically valuable component of a good human life. Two chapters trace the
development of the later Platonist tradition from Plutarch to Plotinus, Longinus and Porphyry, exploring its
intellectual debts to Epicurean, allegorical and Stoic approaches to poetry. It will be essential reading for
classicists as well as ancient philosophers and modern philosophers of art and aesthetics.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Flynn:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Ancient Philosophical Poetics (Key Themes in Ancient
Philosophy). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important any book Ancient Philosophical Poetics (Key Themes in Ancient Philosophy). You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Karen Keegan:

The actual book Ancient Philosophical Poetics (Key Themes in Ancient Philosophy) has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Elliott Preciado:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Ancient Philosophical
Poetics (Key Themes in Ancient Philosophy) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Ancient Philosophical Poetics
(Key Themes in Ancient Philosophy) become your own personal starter.

Lena Garcia:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Ancient Philosophical Poetics (Key
Themes in Ancient Philosophy). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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