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Over the past half-century, El Salvador has transformed dramatically. Historically reliant on primary exports
like coffee and cotton, the country emerged from a brutal civil war in 1992 to find much of its national
income now coming from a massive emigrant workforce—over a quarter of its population—that earns
money in the United States and sends it home. In American Value, David Pedersen examines this new way
of life as it extends across two places: Intipucá, a Salvadoran town infamous for its remittance wealth, and
the Washington, DC, metro area, home to the second largest population of Salvadorans in the United States.

 

Pedersen charts El Salvador’s change alongside American deindustrialization, viewing the Salvadoran
migrant work abilities used in new lowwage American service jobs as a kind of primary export, and shows
how the latest social conditions linking both countries are part of a longer history of disparity across the
Americas. Drawing on the work of Charles S. Peirce, he demonstrates how the defining value
forms—migrant work capacity, services, and remittances—act as signs, building a moral world by
communicating their exchangeability while hiding the violence and exploitation on which this story rests.
Theoretically sophisticated, ethnographically rich, and compellingly written, American Value offers critical
insights into practices that are increasingly common throughout the world.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrone Knudson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled American Value:
Migrants, Money, and Meaning in El Salvador and the United States (Chicago Studies in Practices of
Meaning)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Edward Olivieri:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual
is you don't know which you should start with. This American Value: Migrants, Money, and Meaning in El
Salvador and the United States (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Josette Roscoe:

This American Value: Migrants, Money, and Meaning in El Salvador and the United States (Chicago Studies
in Practices of Meaning) is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information because it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this American Value: Migrants, Money, and Meaning in El
Salvador and the United States (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

John Hawkins:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book American Value: Migrants, Money, and Meaning in El Salvador and
the United States (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) was filled about science. Spend your spare time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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