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The Founding Fathers who drafted the United States Constitution in 1787 distrusted political parties, popular
democracy, centralized government, and a strong executive office. Yet the country's national politics have
historically included all those features. In American Political History: A Very Short Introduction, Donald
Critchlow takes on this contradiction between original theory and actual practice. This brief, accessible book
explores the nature of the two-party system, key turning points in American political history, representative
presidential and congressional elections, struggles to expand the electorate, and critical social protest and
third-party movements. The volume emphasizes the continuity of a liberal tradition challenged by partisan
divide, war, and periodic economic turmoil.

American Political History: A Very Short Introduction explores the emergence of a democratic political
culture within a republican form of government, showing the mobilization and extension of the mass
electorate over the lifespan of the country. In a nation characterized by great racial, ethnic, and religious
diversity, American democracy has proven extraordinarily durable. Individual parties have risen and fallen,
but the dominance of the two-party system persists. Fierce debates over the meaning of the U.S. Constitution
have created profound divisions within the parties and among voters, but a belief in the importance of
constitutional order persists among political leaders and voters. Americans have been deeply divided about
the extent of federal power, slavery, the meaning of citizenship, immigration policy, civil rights, and a range
of economic, financial, and social policies. New immigrants, racial minorities, and women have joined the
electorate and the debates. But American political history, with its deep social divisions, bellicose rhetoric,
and antagonistic partisanship provides valuable lessons about the meaning and viability of democracy in the
early 21st century.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Crafton:

The book American Political History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book American Political History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) being
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book American
Political History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Thomas Carlson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book American Political History: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book features high quality.

Dale Randolph:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This American Political History: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Willie Carlos:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually American Political History: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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